
 

Science Curriculum Overview 

Intent: 

Implementation: Early Years 

In the Early Years at St Francis CE Primary School, the impact of Science is seen in children who are curious, observant, and eager to explore the world around 
them. Science learning supports the EYFS framework and aligns with Development Matters, particularly in Understanding the World – The Natural World. 

Children explore their environment through play, outdoor learning, and hands-on experiences. They observe plants and animals, investigate materials, notice 
changes, and ask questions about how things work. Adults support children to develop early enquiry skills, vocabulary, and an understanding of cause and effect. 
Through science, children demonstrate courage in exploring and asking questions, friendship and trust when investigating together, and peace through care for 
living things and their environment. A sense of thankfulness and hope is nurtured as children appreciate the natural world and begin to understand their role in 
caring for it. 

By the end of the Early Years, children have developed a secure foundation in scientific curiosity, observation, and exploration, preparing them to build on this 
learning in Key Stage 1 and beyond, supporting them to live life in all its fullness. 

At St Francis CE Primary School, our Science curriculum is rooted in our Christian vision that “Every person matters, every person helps, every person 
succeeds,” enabling all children to live life in all its fullness (John 10:10). 
Our intent is to nurture children’s natural curiosity and wonder about the world God created, enabling them to develop a secure understanding of scientific 
knowledge, enquiry skills, and working scientifically. Using the Developing Experts scheme to support high-quality implementation, we ensure that science 
learning is progressive, engaging, and rooted in enquiry and exploration. 
Through science, pupils learn to ask questions, plan and carry out investigations, observe closely, collect and interpret data, and draw conclusions. The 
curriculum builds knowledge over time across biology, chemistry, and physics, while developing scientific vocabulary and reasoning. Links to real-life contexts 
help children understand the relevance and importance of science in everyday life and future careers. 
Science at St Francis actively promotes our Christian values: 

• Courage – asking questions, investigating ideas, and persevering with enquiry 
• Peace – working safely, responsibly, and respectfully with others and the environment 
• Thankfulness – appreciating the natural world and scientific discovery 
• Trust – using evidence and observation to develop understanding 
• Friendship – collaborating during investigations and sharing ideas 
• Hope – inspiring curiosity, aspiration, and care for the future of our world 

Our intent is that all pupils leave St Francis CE Primary School with a strong scientific foundation, curiosity about the world, and the skills to think critically, 
investigate independently, and engage confidently with science in their future education, supporting them to live life in all its fullness. 
 



 

Implementation: 

Curriculum Overview 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 Animals, including 

humans 
 

Exploring everyday 

materials 
 

Exploring materials 
 

Animals including 

humans – all about 

animals 

Seasonal Changes 
 

Plants 
 

Year 2 Animals including 

humans – Life cycles 
 

Animals including 

humans – growth 
 

Plants 
 

Uses of everyday 

materials  
 

Living things and their 

habitats – Habitats 

around the world 

Living things and their 

habitats 
 

Year 3 Rocks 
 

Light 
 

Animals including 

humans 
 

Forces – speed of an 

object 
 

Forces - Magnets 
 

Flowering Plants 
 

Year 4 Sound 
 

Electricity States of Matter 

 
 

Teeth and the 

Digestive System 
 

Classifying plants and 

animals 

Habitats 

Year 5 Properties of materials 
 

Forces 
 

Living things and their 

habitats 
 

Animals including 

humans 

Earth and Space 
 

Changes of materials 
 

Year 6 Animals including 

humans – circulatory 

system.  

 Living things and their 

habitats 
 

Light 
 

Looking after our 

environment 
 

Evolution and 

inheritance 
 
 

Electricity 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Progression Map 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

  



 

Impact: 

At St Francis CE Primary School, the impact of our Science curriculum is seen in confident, curious pupils who enjoy exploring and understanding 

the world around them. Through the Developing Experts scheme, pupils make strong progress in scientific knowledge, enquiry skills, and 

vocabulary as they move through the school. 

Children can articulate scientific concepts clearly, use appropriate terminology, and apply their understanding to explain phenomena and 

outcomes of investigations. Pupils demonstrate secure skills in working scientifically, including observing, questioning, testing, recording, and 

evaluating. They are able to use evidence to support conclusions and reflect on their learning. 

Our Christian values are evident in pupils’ scientific learning and attitudes: 

• Courage in investigation and questioning 

• Peace through safe, respectful, and responsible scientific practice 

• Thankfulness for the natural world and scientific advancement 

• Trust in evidence, processes, and collaborative enquiry 

• Friendship through teamwork and shared investigation 

• Hope through curiosity, innovation, and care for the future 

Science contributes significantly to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development, encouraging awe and wonder, environmental 

responsibility, and ethical consideration. 

By the time pupils leave St Francis CE Primary School, they have developed the knowledge, skills, and confidence to engage with science 

thoughtfully and independently, to apply their learning across the curriculum, and to continue scientific enquiry in secondary education and 

beyond, fully prepared to live life in all its fullness. 



 

 


