
 

Art Curriculum Overview 

Intent: 

Implementation: Early Years 

In the Early Years at St Francis CE Primary School, the impact of Art & Design is seen in children who are curious, imaginative, and confident when exploring 
materials and expressing ideas. Art activities support the EYFS framework and align with Development Matters, particularly in Expressive Arts and Design – 
Creating with Materials and Being Imaginative and Expressive, and Physical Development. 

Children explore a wide range of materials and tools, learning to use them safely and creatively. They experiment with colour, texture, shape, and form, 
developing fine motor skills, hand–eye coordination, and early design thinking. Children are encouraged to talk about their creations and the choices they have 
made, fostering early reflective skills. 

Through Art & Design, children show courage in trying new ideas, friendship and trust when sharing materials and working alongside others, and experience 
peace through calm, focused creative time. Celebrating their work builds thankfulness, confidence, and hope in their own creative abilities. 

By the end of the Early Years, children have developed a strong foundation in creative exploration and self-expression, preparing them to engage confidently 
with Art & Design in Key Stage 1 and beyond, and supporting them to live life in all its fullness. 

At St Francis CE Primary School, our Art & Design curriculum is rooted in our Christian vision that “Every person matters, every person helps, every person 
succeeds,” enabling all children to live life in all its fullness (John 10:10). 
Using the AccessArt curriculum, our intent is to provide a high-quality, inclusive, and inspiring Art & Design education that nurtures creativity, imagination, and 
self-expression. We aim to ensure that every child is given the opportunity to explore, experiment, and create, valuing the creative journey as much as the final 
outcome. 
The curriculum is carefully sequenced to develop pupils’ skills in drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, collage, and digital media, while encouraging 
children to think like artists and designers. Children are introduced to a wide range of artists, craftspeople, designers, and cultures, helping them to understand 
how art reflects and shapes the world around us. 
Art & Design at St Francis actively promotes our Christian values: 

• Courage – taking creative risks and expressing individual ideas 
• Peace – using art as a form of reflection, calm, and wellbeing 
• Thankfulness – appreciating creativity as a gift and valuing others’ work 
• Trust – experimenting with materials and processes with confidence 
• Friendship – sharing ideas, collaborating, and supporting peers 
• Hope – inspiring imagination, aspiration, and belief in creative potential 

Our intent is that all pupils leave St Francis CE Primary School with a love of art, confidence in their creative abilities, and an understanding of how art can 
communicate ideas, emotions, and beliefs, empowering them to continue creating and to live life in all its fullness. 



 

Implementation: 

Curriculum Overview and Progression Map 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Impact: 

At St Francis CE Primary School, the impact of our Art & Design curriculum is seen in confident, reflective, and creative pupils who enjoy 

expressing themselves through a wide range of artistic media. Through the AccessArt curriculum, children make strong progress in their artistic 

skills, knowledge, and understanding as they move through the school. 

Pupils demonstrate increasing confidence and competence in using a variety of materials, tools, and techniques. They are able to experiment, 

refine, and evaluate their work, talk about their creative process, and make thoughtful connections between their own work and that of artists and 

designers they have studied. 

Our Christian values are clearly reflected in pupils’ attitudes to Art & Design: 

• Courage is shown through risk-taking and originality 

• Peace through focus, reflection, and emotional expression 

• Thankfulness through respect for materials and appreciation of others’ creativity 

• Trust through independence and willingness to explore 

• Friendship through collaboration, discussion, and shared creative experiences 

• Hope through aspiration, perseverance, and pride in personal achievement 

Art & Design makes a strong contribution to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development, supporting wellbeing, self-esteem, and 

cultural awareness. Children understand that there is no single “right answer” in art and value creativity, diversity, and individuality. 

By the time pupils leave St Francis CE Primary School, they have developed the skills, confidence, and creative mindset to continue engaging with 

art beyond primary school, enabling them to express themselves thoughtfully and to live life in all its fullness. 

 


